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“This book is a leap forward in our understanding of how societies around the globe 

perceive and adapt to climate change from the perspective of their own unique socio-

cultural framework. It introduces concepts which advance the discussions of human 

adaptations to climate change from the realm of an esoteric intellectual debate about 

past societies, to one of pressing and immediate relevance for our modern world.”

—Arlene Miller Rosen, UCL, author of Civilizing Climate

x

The first book to comprehensively assess the anthropology of climate change, this pio-
neering volume maps out exciting trajectories for research and issues a call to action. 
Chapters in part one are systematic research reviews, covering the relationship between 
culture and climate from prehistoric times to the present; changing anthropological dis-
course on climate and environment; the diversity of environmental and sociocultural 
changes currently occurring around the globe; and the unique methodological and epis-
temological tools anthropologists bring to bear on climate research. Part two includes a 
series of case studies that highlights leading-edge research—including some unexpected 
and provocative findings. Part three challenges scholars to be proactive on the front lines 
of climate change, providing instruction on how to work with research communities, 
with innovative forms of communication, in higher education, in policy environments, 
as individuals, and in other critical arenas. Linking sophisticated knowledge to effective 
actions, Anthropology and Climate Change is essential for students and scholars studying 
the human dimensions of environmental change.
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